
Your student is invited to attend the 
Southeast Service Cooperative 31st Annual 

Young Authors, Young Artists Conference 
For students in grades 3-5 

May 15-17, 2018 
 

On	either	May	15,	16,	and	17,	over	400	students	in	grades	3‐5	from	public,	private,	and	home	
schools	across	southeast	Minnesota	will	converge	in	Rochester	for	a	conference	that	promotes	
student	enthusiasm	and	competence	in	written	and	visual	communication.	Students	will	learn	
from	and	work	with	authors,	poets,	illustrators,	artists,	journalists,	bookmakers,	and	others	in	
sessions	that	expose	them	to	the	art	and	joy	of	writing	and	creating.	Students	can	choose	3	
captivating	sessions	from	knowledgeable	presenters.	This	conference	will	be	held	at	the	Rochester	
Community	&	Technical	College	in	Rochester,	MN.	

 
 

 

Student	Name:	_________________________________________					Student	Grade:	______	

To	be	completed	by	school:	

Return	Registration	to:	_______________________________	 	(date):	________________	

Cost	to	the	Student:	$_________			Chaperone:	___________________________	 	 	 	 	 	

Transportation	Details:		 	 	 	 	 	

Other	Details:       

 

Conference Schedule 
8:15	am		 	 	 Check‐in	Opens	
8:45‐9:30	am		 	 	 Introduction	&	Keynote	Speaker	
9:40‐10:40	am			 	 Session	1	
10:50‐11:50	am	 	 Session	2	
12:00‐12:30	pm	 	 Lunch	(Bring	your	own,	refrigeration	not	provided)	
12:30‐1:30	pm		 	 Session	3	

 

 

STUDENT SESSION CHOICES  
List	three	sessions	you	would	like	to	attend.	Sessions	are	listed	on	the	next	page.	Every	effort	will	be	made	to	grant	
your	requests	as	space	allows,	but	we	cannot	guarantee	that	you	will	get	all	of	your	requested	sessions.	Assignments	
are	made	based	on	many	factors.	
	 	 	
First	session	choice	 _________	
Second	session	choice	 _________	
Third	session	choice	 _________	
	

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Can	be	found	at:	www.ssc.coop/Page/122	
 

 



Mary Bleckwehl is the author of the multiple-award winning Henry! You’re late 
AGAIN! and her recent release Henry! You’re hungry AGAIN? She lives in Northfield, 
MN but grew up on a dairy farm in northeast Iowa. When she’s not doing author visits 
to schools, she teaches and works on her next story. Mary loves inspiring students to 
dream big and create stories of their own.

Tracy Calmes enjoys all of the arts and for the last 15 years she’s specialized in 
ceramics. Instructing adults and children on the pottery wheel and hand building at 
Crossings Clay Studio in Zumbrota keeps her busy. She enjoys watching students 
develop skills and express their creativity using clay. 

Amy Christie is an artist, blogger, crafter & do it yourself-er residing in the Twin Cities 
with her husband & children. She loves to create and make whenever she can.

Terri DeGezelle Photographer and author, Terri’s latest children’s picture book: 
Simon of Cyrene, and the Legend of the Easter Egg, published by Pauline Books and 
Media has just been released. She also has more than 60 children’s non-fiction titles 
published as well as several photos in national publications. She continually strives 
to blend her two arts forms, writing and photography. Terri is a presenter at Young 
Writers’ and Young Artists’ Conferences around the Upper Midwest. In Terri’s perfect 
world she would be reading, writing, and photographing the world around her.

Dawn Erickson is an Honors Graduate of the Rhode Island School of Design. Dawn 
is an independent artist/designer. Her textile designs have been exhibited extensively 
throughout the world and are in the permanent collections of the Kyoto Textile 
Museum in Japan, the Smithsonian’s Cooper-Hewitt Museum of Design in New York, 
and The Art Institute of Chicago as well as numerous private and corporate collections. 
Her considerable foreign travel experiences (including Asia, Eastern Europe, India, 
Russia, Turkey, the Middle East, and former Soviet countries) are evident in her work. 
Following her college graduation Dawn moved to New York City where she worked as 
a textile designer. Later moving to Minnesota, Dawn continues to do fine art as well as 
textile designs for the home textile industry. She has designed for many companies in 
the country and around the world, Papyrus-Recycled Greetings, Crate&Barrel, Garnet 
Hill, Eddie Bauer, Pottery Barn, Ikea of Sweden, TAG, and Target to name just a few.

Amanda Grace is a Minnesota based singer-songwriter and multi-instrumentalist who 
just released her fourth CD called “Better Life.” Playing around with different bands has 
given her a flavorful path and keeps her creativity moving in new directions each year. 
She began singing and songwriting at a young age and continues her love of music. 
Amanda enjoys the outdoors and spending time with her family in nature; especially 
cross country skiing and mountain biking. As a kid she could be found training her 
stubborn horses and running track and cross country races.

Nicole Havekost is an artist currently working and living in Rochester, MN. She 
attended the Rhode Island School of Design as an undergraduate, earning her BFA 
in printmaking. She then attended the University of New Mexico, earning her MFA in 
printmaking as well. After graduating, Niki moved with her husband to Michigan. She
taught drawing and printmaking at both Adrian College and Sienna Heights University 
for ten years. After becoming a mother and relocating to Minnesota, Niki has had more 
time for her creative work. She has exhibited her work in Colorado, California, New 
Jersey, Massachusetts, Ohio and Illinois. She completed a residency at the Vermont 
Studio Center in 1997. Niki is a 2013 recipient of an Artist Initiative Grant from the 
Minnesota State Arts Board.

Hollie Jennings studied art at the University of Wisconsin in La Crosse, eventually 
earning an associate degree in photography in 2000. She has also been building her 
ceramic skills for eight years and has taught students hand building and pottery wheel 
work at Crossing Clay Studio in Zumbrota. She loves seeing her students light up 
when they discover the joy of art .

Nancy Loewen grew up on a farm north of Mountain Lake, Minnesota, surrounded by 
library books and cats. She’s published more than 130 books for children and young 
adults. The LAST Day of Kindergarten and Four to the Pole (co-authored with polar 
explorer Ann Bancroft) were Minnesota Book Award finalists. Nancy lives in St. Paul 
and holds an MFA from Hamline University. Besides writing, she works as a family 
childcare preschool tutor with Minnesota Reading Corps. Find her on Facebook, or 
visit her website at nancyloewen.net.

Nicholas Ozment is an award-winning fantasy author, editor, and critic. He taught 
English for several years at Winona State University, where he received his master’s 
degree. For the past seven years he has taught at Young Writers’ and Artists’ 
conferences across the state. He focuses on helping students unlock the power of 
their imagination to create the kinds of stories, characters, and creatures that are 
beloved in works of fantasy.

Odell Portz recently retired from teaching art in the public schools. Her 32 years of 
experience spanned elementary through high school age groups. She enjoys acrylic 
and watercolor painting in her leisure time.

Scott Rolfs is a professional illustrator/cartoonist specializing in creating art and 
characters with “kid-appeal.” Scott’s client projects include educational graphic novels 
and teaching aids, activity and coloring books, and kids-oriented food packaging.

Melanie Schmidt is the Youth Development Program Supervisor for Mankato Public 
Schools Community Education/Recreation Department.

Kathleen Sheridan began folding in elementary school and is still amazed to think 
what can be created with paper. As a licensed teacher who taught Spanish for 18 
years, she’s now following her paper dreams!

Meet Your Conference Presenters



Choose Your Conference Sessions

A The Question Session: Q & A Your Way to 
Great Writing (writing)

  What is a writer’s best tool? The question! 
In this class we’ll explore how all your why’s, 
how’s, and what if’s can help you come up with 
great ideas, guide your rough drafts, and make 
your finished pieces sparkle. Nancy Loewen

B Let’s Go A-Sailing (drawing/painting)
  Students will learn about the life and art of 

Vincent Van Gogh. His twirling, expressive 
brushstrokes will be the inspiration for a nautical 
sailboat painting. The tempera painting will 
express the movement and energy of the sea. It 
will be fun without getting seasick. Odell Portz

C Kinetic Ninjas (drawing/creating)
  The word kinetic means moveable; let’s make 

some moveable art!  Design a stealthy, super 
strong Ninja paper puppet who can punch and 
kick with the best of them!  You will have fun 
with color, process and making art you can 
actually play with. Nicole Havekost

D Finger Puppets Tell the Story (creating)
  In this session you will make a little puppet 

to illustrate a story you have already written 
or a character for the next story you will tell.  
Your puppet might be an animal or monster 
or a princess or a crazy mixed up scoundrel 
— villain or heroine  — whatever you wish, all 
from your amazing imagination.  We will cut 
and assemble fabric and trim and use crayons, 
markers, and all sorts of bits and pieces. No 
sewing skills necessary. Dawn Erickson

E Soft Pastels Made Easy (drawing)
  In this workshop, students will be introduced 

to the art of coloring photographs using soft 
pastels. Each student will be supplied with a 
photo and working with soft pastels will use 
their own imagination and bring the photo to 
life. Each student will produce a frameable work 
of art. Terri DeGezelle

F Let’s Make Books (bookmaking)
  Instead of writing one, let’s make a handmade 

book together! If you can fold paper, you are 
well on your way to creating your own unique 
place to write. Amy Christie

G Super Powered Character Creation 
(drawing/cartooning)

  Do you love super powered comic book 
characters? In this class you will create your 
own character with a class discussion on super 
powers that makes a character interesting and 
by using your artistic skills to design your very 
own character. A handout covering drawing 
tutorials on super powered costume creation 
ideas, a variety of different art styles and action 
poses and other helpful hints will be provided 
to help create your very own dynamic super 
powered character in this class presentation. 
Scott Rolfs

H Here Be Dragons (writing)
  In this popular class, students will learn 

about how authors like J.K. Rowling imagine 
new creatures and create them. Students 
will learn firsthand how to create their own 
fantastic beasts using their own creativity and 
imagination. A brief history of some famous 
monsters and dragons of myth is given at the 
start of class. Afterwards students will be able 
to do some focused sketching and writing 
to create their own new monster. Nicholas 
Ozment

I Cinderella Outgrows the Glass Slipper 
(readers theater)

 Readers Theater is a fun way to perform at 
any age. We will learn to use our face, voice 
and body to play characters rich in expression. 
Costume pieces and simple props will add to 
the fun and silliness of our comedy show. All 
actors enrolled in the class will be cast in the 
show, so come prepared to be someone or 
something you are not! Melanie Schmidt

J Titles That Tear It Up (song writing)
  Do you write songs in your head? Me too! 

Would you like to see if we can write a song 
together in class? Me too! We will brainstorm 
creative titles on the spot, and use one we pick 
to come up with a new song you will help me 
write in class. See you there! Amanda Grace

K Origami and Magic (origami/paper folding)
  Learn how to fold an origami magic trick!  

Participants will each fold their own magic 
wallet and learn how to perform the trick. Once 
you learn the folds you will be able to make 
many more and come up with other ways to 
demonstrate the magic. Kathleen Sheridan

L Design an Ad (creative storytelling)
 Super Bowl ads catch our interest; Shark 

Tank inventions inspire, but you can up the 
game with your creativity! Our world is a visual 
one but words still hold the upper hand when 
it comes to selling. You will partner up with 
another student or go it on your own to create 
a 60 second ad for a product, service or idea-
preferably a new invention. Creative minds 
unite! Mary Bleckwehl

M Monster Mash (sculpting)
  Students will create a monster using air 

dry clay. The only limit is their imagination. 
Students will take their projects home, and 
the clay dries in 3-4 days. After the project is 
dry, they can be painted with acrylic paint from 
a local craft store. Tracy Calmes & Hollie 
Jennings

Note to students: You’ll pick 
three sessions that interest you, 

but don’t worry if you don’t get all three, 
you’ll have a blast in any of them!
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